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campeq far tlle mght. On ‘the mormng of the Gth, General Averell
threw tmt a strong ﬂklnmsh line that cleared his front to the foot
of the Mountain. About 9 A. M. “the 10th W. Va. Inft., 28th Ohio
Inft. and one Lompany of the 14th Pa. Cav. and two pieces of
Ewing's Battery were sent around on a back road 614 miles where
they formed, and struck the enemy in force. Ilere is where the
principal and hardest part of the battle was fought, and in passing
over one small plot of cleared land, not comprising more than one
acre, thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. Some of
those wounded died later, so if in this battlefield covering nearly
two thousand acres of land and fought on by seven thousand deter-
mined soldiers, what would the casualty list have been if the land
had been cleared. According to numbers, it might have been a
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great
slanghter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was
baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and 8th™ W.
Va. Mounted Infantry, with a portion of the 14th Pa. Cavalry in
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces,
composed of the 22nd Va. Inft. and 19th Va. Cav. and other
anits up the mountain, near the summit. While further on the
left of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel Averell’s
rr;:nnent O0th Vo Dolonel oo i commanding, Kesler’s Bat-
talion, 23rd Va,, Ma,]or Blessing ; four companies Derrick’s bat-
talion, a portion of the 22nd Va. Inft. Some of these units have
been twice named because, as the fighting became more severe on
the Confederate left, they weakened their right by sending rein-
{oreements to strengthen their left. 1 give it as my opinion, know-
¢ the spirit of the men who fought that battle, that i1f the army
ad not been protected by a dense forest that fifty per cent of the
men engaged would have been slaughtered
The forees engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve Con-
(edernte unis, regiments, battalions and independent companies.
While the Union forees were composed of nine units, reguments
snd battalions. there was but a slight difference in the numbers
composing the two armies, the 10th West Virginia infantry and
the Z3rd Ohlio that comprised the flanking party and did the prin-
ciple fighting was officially reported as 1175 soldiers while the 22nd
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Virginia Infantry, Confederate, was reported officially at 550 sol-
diers :—ix-mg- and the 29rd Virginia Battalion 300 strong. (aptain
Ti

Marshall with 125 dismounted cavalry, Captain Derring’s battalion
R and .M.hjiﬂ‘ Kesler's battalion and other units "”'“l‘”’wd & very
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AVERILL'S RETRZAT

nfourth separete brigade" was creeted Msrch 28, 1863 and the cormand was

The
.-en over to Gen. Roberts who had his headqueriers et Teston. It included all
ng 1 :
.vo enstern section of West Virginia 1n which section were numerous Confederate

There being probably more Confederate than Union people. This
true of Pocahontas Coe. and Pocahontas was in the very heart of the bush-

There were so many deadly rifle shots, and both sides engaged
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in this unlawful warfare. Regular soldiers sometimes practiced it. In fact
the State Guards or Scouts practiced this type of warfare almost altogether.
Thls state oI things Roberts intended to put down by driving the Confederates

out. His policy was to make every sympathizer with the Confederates leave °

homes In this he had trouble. It was about this time thst our families took
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0 Ielugeeing. Here is an example of his mistaken policy. He might harry the

1d Tolks Ouv D1 Tthelr- homes because they had & son in the Confederate army,
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ird-out fon anis R i s 2
=._.:L, l&__,e_.f. tnat these same parents hzd four other sons in the Union
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“S~800n in discrans iEaet o0 - ' |
H adlsgrace at~Washington and was referred to as the general who

“okay 1B, 1863 General Wwilliam Woods Averill wes ordered to fing ROIbEI‘tS
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comnand. Averill instead of proceeding against Staunton
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to Huntersvilile in Pocahontas Co. ﬁhere he dispersed small

nits of :ﬁnfed&rates, capturing.aome arms and-stores- I

merched into Greenbrier County and the battle of' Rocky Gap wes

Averills next appearance 1in Focahontes Countv the cattle of Droon
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8 PP “d VBT this batt le Averill we
attle 3 il went as far south '
Ar SOy us Lewisburg
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3 destroy tho railroad at thls place. "I“nis was'sending him with a
virginia a4u

(about & 500 men) into Gonfederate territory held with undisputed
1] forcee i .

wa left Hempshire courty on December 8, 18635. The first two days were
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.» in reaching Petersburg during which +ime the shoeing of horses went on &3
not been time tO get the army ready for the merch. The plan that was

+1v mede sent Col. Moore with considerable force down through Pocahonias

she wellev towards Staunton. These detechments succeeded in diverting the

+e forces from the main object of the campaign, which was the raid on
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+e militery depot and railroad &t Salem.

ice goes into detail sbout where Averill was cach day, but at any
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rete he marched by way of Petersburg; Franklin, Monterey, lMt. Grove, Sweet

Sulphur Springs to Salem.s ™ He reached Salem oOn the morning of Dec. 16, 1865.
Toey ned completed uhE’:lI' worE"by four o'eclock fn the afterncon.

He wes hemmed in by forces under Fitzhugh, Lee, J'ackson, FEarly and Echols
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tn- & terrible rain was flooding every stream. His next move was to get out
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ceath trep. Thus he began his famous retreat. He marched seven miles

e carg and made camp. On the 17th it resined all day and &ll night, then

.7 "0ifs For the next four deys he marched out of Virginia with the Con-
“®8 cicse on his heels. He had a few engagements with them. The country
: ® &nt Ureenbrier Counties was strongly held against him. He knew of an
“8in Grove. The road up Anthony's Creek to Huntersville was not
o it » it Averil)l made the mogt famous detour that was ever heard
of. 3

itiel report, all he said sbout i1t was that he "reached Hillsboro
= VY an "obscure road"™ by the evening o' December 2], 1883." It

werée still nighs He must have fellowed a
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e sort for he brought. | his '&rtillery_ through. This couniry between
y{ soInt

uth of Spice Run is stlll in a state of wilderness and 11

just how he got through with 2,500 men. It can

The chanctes

-- -.v are rather slim, but meybe a whole army plunging into it together
such & a&y &

s ~vercome the rush of the icy current and bring them out on the other side.
COUGIL VFG ~ :

cve been &1l but impossitle for any other than toughened American

s. They say that when the army appeared in the Little Levels that they
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e by any road particularly, but swarmed up the side of the river rlidge

s=3 hroke over into the cleared level fields with a front several miles widee.

Tae soldiers were all but starving. They had been marching through Confederate
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rritory end after leavmt, Covington ‘bhey had come through the wilderness. The

Levels"sas the first ccmarﬂff—they had seen for days that afforaed food and
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it wes the one raid i.-to the Levels thet took the citizens wholly by sur-

rise, well reguleted aImy Was supposed to be traveling through these mounteins é

it T = WEL not much to eat there, for 1863 was the year when the county had "

- cull of ey chlng soldiers on both sides, culminasting in the battle 51‘ Drecop
_ e

vere 50 most of the winter provisions were well hid out. But

s was eaten, though there seems to have been wonderful discipline
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A by fore A thore was one casa o o
y force, as thore wos one case of an officer shooting a

+EEVEe BOBO LACON ALONG that & housewife insisted n }L,.cﬂ‘ .1"15_-.-

2 BaLte all Thavy 8t P4 g b b 2 . a ] . . 8
& MO0 QOULG Tind, t..on ate the acontents of = swill

*FANE 3.8 TOF swine,




